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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RELAXES POLICY ON VIETNAMESE 
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REF: CANBERRA 2804 

1. MAY 7 AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPERS ALL CARRY STORY DATED MAY 6 AND 
SOURCED TO PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM'S PARTY IN JAMAICA THAT THE 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS TOLD THE UNITED NATIONS IT IS 
PREPARED TO TAKE ITS FAIR SHARE OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. 

DECISION LEADING TO CHANGE OF POLICY WAS REPORTEDLY MADE BY 
PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM IN JAMAICA JUST PRIOR TO HIS WASHINGTON 
VISIT. DFA OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD US THE PRESS REPORTS ARE 
REASONABLY ACCURATE, BUT DETAILS OF THE NEW POLICY AND THE 
EVENTUAL NUMBER OF REFUGEES WHO WOULD BE ALLOWED IN WERE STILL 
BEING WORKED OUT. 
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2. THE OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MHR ANDREW 
PEACOCK, COMMENTED MAY 6 THAT THE EASING OF THE RESTRICTIONS 
WAS A COMPLETE ENDORSEMENT OF WHAT THE OPPOSITION HAD 
RECOMMENDED WEEKS AGO. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR THAT OPPOSITION PRESSURE, COUPLED 
WITH YESTERDAY'S MOVES BY CANADA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM TO 
ACCEPT REFUGEES, HAVE FORCED WHITLAM TO ADOPT A MORE FORTH- 
COMING ATTITUDE. THERE ARE REPORTS THAT MEMBERS OF HIS OWN 
CABINET HAVE BEEN URGING HIM TO MOVE IN THIS DIRECTION AS WELL 
AS IN ORDER TO COUNTER THE OPPOSITION'S CHARGE THAT THE WHITLAM 
GOVERNMENT HAD NOT BEEN EVENHANDED IN ITS DEALINGS WITH HANOI 
AND SAIGON. 
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